A Table of Contents

VOLUME 3 — PART FIVE
RETIREMENT YEARS IN DENVER AND IN GEORGIA
CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
MY RETIREMENT YEARS IN DENVER
INTRODUCTION .....oceerererrnereressesesesssssessssssesessssessssssesssessssssesssssessssssesessssesssessssssssssessesss 841
RETIREMENT PREPARATIONS ......ecvrererererenesesnsesesesssesesessssesssssesessssessssssssessssssssesess 841
A KITCHEN MAKEQOVER . ...ttt ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e e eeaeeeaaraes 841
REVAMPING THE EXTERIOR ........ciiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt e et e e e e bt eeeaaees 842
A VACATION TRIP TO GERMANY ....ucuerererirerennesesesesesesessesessssssessssssesssessssessssssssesssnes 843
THE TRIP TO MUNICH — DAY ONE ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e eeeeees 844
FINISHING OUR DAY IN MUNICH ......coottiiiiiiiiiieiee ettt e et e et e e e e e e e s e e eeeaees 845
DAY TWO — AUGUST 1, 1986 ...uuueeieeeeieeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e bt e eeaaees 846
DAY THREE — AUGUST 2, 19806.....uciiiieiiiiieeee ettt et ettt e e e e et e e e e e e e b eeeaaees 851
DAY FOUR — AUGUST 3, 1980....uuuieiiiiiiiiiieie ettt e et e e et e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e st eeeaeees 852
DAY FIVE — AUGUST 4, 19860 ...vvuueeeieiieieiee ettt ettt et e e e ettt e e e e e e e et e e e e e e eat e eeaaees 853
DAY SIX — AUGUST 5, 1986....couiuieieeiiieeieee ettt et e e e e et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e s eeeaaees 858
DAY SEVEN — AUGUST 6, 19806......cceiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e e e e et e e e e e e st eeeaaees 864
DAY EIGHT — AUGUST 7, 19860 ...enneeiiiieeieeee ettt et et e e e e e et e e e e e e s eeeaaees 869
DAY NINE — AUGUST 8, 1986....uuueeeiiiiiiiiiieiie et ettt e et e e e et e e e e e e e et eeeeeee st eeeaaees 873
DAY TEN — AUGUST 9, 1986 ...ovvueeieeeeieeeieeee ettt ettt ettt e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaees 880
DAY ELEVEN — AUGUST 10, 1986 ......coovtiieiieeeieeeeiieee ettt e ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e s e e eeaeees 882
DAY TWELVE — AUGUST 11, 1986 .....coeiiiieeieeeeeeeeee ettt e et e et e e e e e e e e s e e eeeaees 884
DAY THIRTEEN — AUGUST 12, 1986 .....ovuueeieiiieeeiieee ettt e et e e e e e e e e e vt e e eeeeees 885
DAY FOURTEEN — AUGUST 13, 1986 .....uuueiieiiieiiiieee ettt ettt e e e e e e e e eeeaees 887
DAY FIFTEEN — AUGUST 14, 1986......uuciiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt eetee e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaaaen 887
THE DENVER TEMPLE DEDICATION .....u.ucivererererereressssesesessssesssessesesessesssssssesssessses 889
A 2N? BACKPACK TRIP WITH TOM ......oouerererernerereresesesessssesesessesesessesssessssesessssssesssnes 889
A VACATION TRIP TO VALERIE’S .....cuouvveerererernereresesesesessssessssssesssessesssesssssssssssssesesnes 896
THE RETURN TRIP .....ooutiiiiiiii ettt et ettt ettt e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e et aeeeeeeeeesabeeeeeees 897
TOM BEGINS COLLEGE .....ouuueveeeetereenenerenesesesesssesssssesessssessssssesssssessssessssssesssssesessseses 898
WEDDING BELLS FOR TOM AND JULIE .....ccuoveuiterenirernnesesesesesesessssesessssesessssesesesnes 898
THE COURTSHIP ...ttt ettt e et e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e s eeeeeeeeeeaa e e eeeaeseaataeeeeaaaees 899
PRELIMINARY EVEN T S ... ittt ettt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e et eeeeeeeersr e eeaaaes 899




THE STORIES OF MY LIFE

THE TRIP TO BRIGHAM CITY ..ottt 900
WEDDING EVENTS BEFORE AND AFTER........ccioiiiiiiiiiiiit e 901
SUNDAY DRIVES ... rirtienttintieniinnntiesnieesnteesssseesssssesssssesssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssses 905
TOM AND JULIE MOVE TO DENVER .........uiiniiinnninncnnennnneessnseesssseesssseesssssesssnnes 905
A NEW GRANDCHILD ARRIVES ......ooiiiiiiiiii et et 905
MOTHER PASSES AWAY ...cciiiiiiiiinnnnncnnnnicsisneessssesssssesssssesssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssns 906
FAMILY HISTORY ...couiiiiuiiiiniennneninnnnesssneesssneesssseessssessssssesssssssssasssssssessssssssssssssssssesssns 906
SLEUTHING THE SPENCER LINE .......cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt s 901
LOOKING IN ON JAMES W. OBENCHAIN .......oociiiiiiiiiiiiieiee et e e e s 907
A FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ADVENTURE........cctirientriennrrinnnnensnnessnnesssseessssseesssnsees 911
ESTHER PASSES AWAY ...uuuiiiiiinnniinnnetecnnnecnnnensnecssnsessssessssesssssessssssssssssssssssssssns 912
ESTHER’S OBITUARY ....oooiiiiiiiiiiii e 913
MY FINAL YEARS IN ARVADA ....utiiiirtttiecnnteiinisinneessssstesssssssesssssssssssssssssessssssasesss 915
CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
A GEORGIA CONNECTION
INTRODUCTION.....cuutiiitiiiiniensneesssneeessssnessssnssssssesssssesssssssssssesssasessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 917
HEADING SOUTH.......oiiiiiiiiiiiii e st 918
SETTLING DOWN IN BUFORD .......uuuiiittiintieinniinsineensnnessnnesssnsesssssesssssessssssesssssesssnees 918
CHURCH INVOLVEMENT ..ottt 919
ACTIVATING MY SOCTAL LIFE.......cooiiiiiiiiiiiii i s 920
RELOCATING IN FLOWERY BRANCH ......uiitiinrientniennnensneeesneeesssenessssessssacesnns 925
SETTING UP HOUSEKEEPING ......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic i 925
MOVING MY THINGS FROM DENVER .......c.cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiic et e e 926
WEDDING PREPARATIONS .....oiiiiiiiiii e 927
THE WEDDING AND HONEYMOON ....uuuiiiininiensnienssneensssnecssssnesssssesssssssssssssssssessssses 928
THE RECEPTION......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii e st 928
MEETING LETHIA’S FAMILY ...ouiiiiiiitiiiie et e e s e s et e e e e 929
BACK TO THE RECEPTION ......ociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 934
OFF ON THE HONEYMOON .....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 936
LIFE IN FLOWERY BRANCH.......cuuutiiiiitiienniienniensneesssnnesssssesssssssssssesssssessssssesssssssssns 937
A PEAK AT LETHIA S PAST ...ttt e e e e e 938
A FALL TRIP TO NORTH GEORGIA ......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiit ettt e e e 941
ADDING TO THE FAMILY ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et s 942




TABLE OF CONTENTS

MEDICAL CHALLENGES. ..ottt 944
A CANADIAN VACATION ....uuutiirureennneessnnecssnnseessnesssssesssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanssssanaes 948
CANADA, HERE WE COME........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 949
DAY ONE IN CANADA ... e e siae e 950
CANADIAN DAY TWO ..o e 951
CANADIAN DAY THREE ..ottt s 956
CANADIAN DAY FOUR ..ottt 957
CANADIAN DAY FIVE. ... 959
CANADIAN DAY SIX ..t e saa e saaee e 960
CANADIAN DAY SEVEN .....oiiiiiiiiiiiii e s 961
CANADIAN DAY EIGHT ... oottt 964
CANADIAN DAY NINE ...ttt 966
CANADIAN DAY TEN....oiiiiiiiiiiii e et saa e e eaae e 968
CANADIAN DAY ELEVEN ...t 970
CANADIAN DAY TWELVE. ...t 975
CANADIAN DAY THIRTEEN......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 976
RETURNING TO GEORGIA .......oiiiiiiiiiii e 978
VISITING FRED, CATHY, CARL AND GINNIE IN WASHINGTON DC. .............ccee... 979
TOURING THE CAPITAL .....ooiiiiiiiiiii e s 981
A DAY IN GETTYSBURG.......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et 983
NEWS OF CARL’S PASSING ... .ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e 984
SOME MORE ON FAMILY REUNIONS......cciiiiiennninnsneenssniessneessnnesssseessssessssasesssss 98
GRAND JEAN . ..o e st st e sna e saneesne e 985
REVISITING CASCADE .......oiiiiiiiiiii e e 988
REDFISH LAKE . .....ooiiiiiiii ettt e s s 989
BEAR VALLEY COUNTRY ...coiiiiiiiinnieinniennnsneesssnnesssneesssssesssnsessssesssssesssssessssssssssssess. 991
VISITING WHITEHAWK MOUNTAIN .....oiiiiiiiiiiiii e 992
VISITING SCOTT MOUNTAIN ....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 993

MORE NOTES ON TEMPLE SERVICE..........cuiiiinniinnnneensnecssnecssneessneesssnsesssaneess 999

RECEIVING THE SEALING AUTHORITY AND POWER .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiicccc s 999
DIANNE AND JARED’S WEDDING........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1000
REBECCA AND JOSEPH’S WEDDING .......ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1001
SEEING SAN DIEGO SIGHTS .....ooiiiiiiiiiii e 1002
THE LUNCHEON ......coiiiiiiiiii et sttt s ae e s 1003




THE STORIES OF MY LIFE

THE RECEPTION........coouiiiiiiiiiieiiieiei e 1004
MINING MONTANA’S MIRACLES........iirertinnneennnensnensnessnnessssssssessssssssssssnessanssss 1005
MINING FOR MIRACLES IN MONTANA ... 1006
IMMUNE SYSTEM ... 1010
HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI ......ccooovviiiiiiiiniiiiniiieseiieneeiseee s 1010
OSHA STANDARDS FOR RADON SAFETY ......cccooouuiiiiiniiniiiiieeiinseisses oo 1010
HORMESIS........ooooiiiiiieiiieeii e 1011
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE ........covviiiiiiiriiiieiineiie s 1011
LIVING FACILITIES. ..o oo 1012
A SIGHT SEEING TRIP TO NORTHWEST MONTANA. .........ooorviimmiinniinemisneeinseineeeseese s 1013
CHAPTER NINETEEN

TWO DELIGHTFUL VACATIONS

INTRODUCGCTION ..ot e e e e e s e s s scm e s e e e e e e s s s s mem e e e e e e s e s s s smmmeaeeeeenensnsmnmeneeeeensnsnen 1015
THE ALASKAN CRUISE oo trrrmccsmssss s s s s s msmsm s ssss s s e s e mrmmm s s sssse s s s nsmmmansnsssessnnsmnmnns 1015
HEADING FOR SEATTLE 1016
AT THE PORT 1016
ON BOARD THE ZAANDAM .......cooooooeoeesoesseesseeseessseseessssssoesssssossssesessssessesessesssssssessossessssessssssesssessoe oo 1018
EVENINGS AT THE ROTTERIDAM |..............cccooeuuuuuutetesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessessssseees 1019
AFTER DINNER ACTIVITIES  ....ooooooeooeeeeseeseeseesseesseeseessoessossessssssessssesssssseessessoessoeses e ssses s seessoese 1022
OUR STOP AT JUNEAU .....oooocooeeeseeseeesseessssssssesssssssssssssssssesssessssesssesssssssssssssessssesssessssessssssssssssesssoesssesssoesssees 1024
L€ 37 ] 1 = 7 A 1028
A DAY AT SITKA ......oooooeoeeeeeeeeseeeseeseeseessesssoesessssesssesssesseseoesseesessseeses s essssse oo sseses s ssessoessessoe e 1030
AN EVENING STOP AT VICTORIA ....oocooooeooeeseeeeesemsessees e essessssssresssssoessoesosssoesessseesssssssessessoessessoe e 1033
AN EUROPEAN FAMILY HISTORY TRIP ..........ccocccimiiiiiniccssmemiesne s sssmsmssssenesssns 1034
ROTHENBURG ....oooooeoooeeoeeeeesseesoes e ssessssssssessesssessesese oo s s sseeses s s 1037
THE ABENDSCHON VISIT ..o sossesesesse st sessesossos s sossosossossssoesosessos e soesesses e e 1044
A VISIT TO TITESEE 1058
ON TO OBERAMMERGAU ..........occoooocooeeeseeseesssessssesssssssssssssssssessssssssesssssssssssssssssesssessssesssosssssssossssoesssesssoesssoes 1064
VISITING DENMARK  ....oooccccuurveuseesssessssssssessssesssssssssssesssesssosessessssssssssssessssssssssssssssssessssesssssessisessssssssssesssses 1073
LEAVING FOR SWEDEN 1076
VISITING COPENHAGAN 1085
OUR PFORZHEIM EXPEREINCE 1088
A GERMAN NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ........cooii i ssssssnss s s sssssssssss s sesssssnnns 1091
THE ABENDSCHONS AND THE OBENCHAINS 1091




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Volume 3 — PART SIX
REFLECTIONS OF SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS NATURES

CHAPTER TWENTY
REFLECTIONS OF A SECULAR NATURE

L DA 200) D 10 1 (0 )\ S
VISION
THE GENERAL FUITION OF A VISION ...t sens e seesessesssces s ces s sessessss s seses eses sssss s
EVOLUTION OF MY PERSONAL VISION

REFLECTIONS ON SCIENCE ...t sssss s sss s s ssssssssssssssssssssssnsnens
SCIENCE FINDS GOD AND WHAT CAME BEFORE CREATION
COSMIC DESIGNS — SCIENTISTS AND THEOLOGIANS DISCOVER COMMON GROUND..............
EVOLUTION

A SPEECH BY MITT ROMNEY ..ocoorirsrsomsosonsossssossosisssosssssssosisssos sttt
BARACK OBAMA’S AMERICA |ttt sttt sss s s st sss o st o oo s st oo
LIVE FREE OR DIE

OTHER ASPECTS OF SECULAR LIFE ...t sssssssssssssns
FAMILY

SOME CONSEQUENCES OF CHOICE

VIEWS ON FREEDOM AND HUMANITY ........ooo oerrrereueeueummsssssseeeeeeeesessssssssesssseessesess esssssss s s sesess esssssss s sesssssessees
A PARODY ON TODAY S SOCTETY......osttteeeuueeeeeeessssseeseesssssssessssssss s sessss et essss s s essss s s sessss s s sessss s sessss s seee

THE JOY OF BECOMING .....oooooeeoeromreseesssesssssessssssesssssssssss s sssesssssssssssssess s sssesessssessssss s e oo
SOME PARTING COMMENTS
CHAPTER TWENTY ONE
REFLECTIONS OF A RELIGIOUS NATURE
INTRODUCTION ....cotiiiineensneenssnnessssseesssseesssnesssssesssssesssssesssasesssasesssssssssssssssssassssssssssns
THE REALITY OF OUR EXISTENCE ... s ssse s s




THE STORIES OF MY LIFE

IS THERE A GOD IN HEAVEN, 1177
IS SATAN A REAL BEING 1178
THE REALITY OF OUR MORTAL BEINGS 1179
RELIGION IN GENERAL ...t e i ssass s sss s s se s s ssessssss s sasssasnsesssmsesnsnsesnnns 1179
A MULTIPLICITY OF RELIGIOUS FAITHS 1179
A REVIEW OF THEOLOGICAL TERMS |......cocooiiciiiissesssmessssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 1181
RELIGIOUS DISPENSATIONS 1181
ECCLESIASTICAL AUTHORITY 1182
GOD’S DESIGNATED PROPHET 1185
ORTHODOXY 1185
HERESY 1186
APOSTASY . ooooeeoeeeseesseeesseeessssesssseesssssesssss s ssses s s s s s s e s st s s s s 1186
GOD’S PURPOSE ...t sme s e s sme s ssme s s s s ss s s san e s se s s sssnsassse s sasesnsnsasnsnnns 1186
RELIGIOUS REFLECTIONS ..o i cierstrires e sssessssssssssssessssesssssssss sessssssssssssssss sesessssenns 1187
8 2L U 1193
PONDERING ... eeieeiciceeese s s et s s sme s ss s e s sas s s sesssmsmsssessssassnsssmeasnsssesrsnsnsesnsasneanns 1194
SPENDING OUR TIME | . .........oooooommerrenreneeeseeseesessessesssssessssssssesssssesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssossssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssenes 1195
VIEWING MY LIFE’S MORAL STANCE 1195
CHARACTER AND ITS VIRTUES 1197
VOLUME 3 —PART 7
THE GREAT APOSTASY AND THE GOSPEL’S RESTORATION
CHAPTER TWENTY TWO
THE GREAT APOSTASY
INTRODUCGTION ...ttt st ste et s e e e e e s s ssssassssss s s e ssaesasssassss s s b e s assesnsssansssnssennns 1215
13 EVIDENCES OF THE APOSTASY ... crcii s essessssesssesssessssssssssessssssesssssssss senes 1217
THE APOSTLES DEMISE | ......oooooooooereeessssessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssesssssseesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssonss 1218
SCRIPTURAL WITNESSES OF THE APOSTASY,........cccccrmrmssssssssssss s ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 1220
THE BIBLE ENDED 1221
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT WERE LOST 1223
THE DARK AGES ARE A HISTORICAL FACT 1223
MANY TEACHINGS WERE PERVERTED, OTHERS LOST AND NEW ONE INVENTED........... 1224
MANY ORDINANCES WERE PERVERTED, OTHERS LOST AND NEW ONES INVENTED 1234
THE MODE OF PRAYER WAS CHANGED 1239
THE SCRIPTURES WERE REMOVED FROM THE LAY MEMBERS ..o eeeeeeees e 1240
WICKEDNESS WITHIN THE CHURCH 1241

\



TABLE OF CONTENTS

THE DECLINE OF MORAL STANDARDS AND LOSS OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE ... 1242
THE ONGOING CHURCH NO LONGER BORE CHRIST’S NAME 1243
THE PRIESTHOOD WAS LOST 1244
THE SUMMATION ... reees e s e se e e seee e ses s sne e e ene e se e e e seennnaeas 1247
CHAPTER TWENTY THREE
THE GOSPEL’S RESTORATION
INTRODUCTION |ttt ss st st s e e s et b 1249
THE PREPARATORY WORK || ettt 1253
THE RENAISSANCE 1253
THE REFORMATION, 1253
MAJOR PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS OF THE REFORMATION. .............. 1255
AMERICA’ E N @ 2 (O 2 N D 1258
THE CULMINATING RESTORATION e eessee e 1260
THE CHOSEN INDIVIDUAL .. oot tteeeteessseetsseessnsssessssss st s oo s s s st s s s s 1261
THE BOY JOSEPH __...omnetmrmsmsssss st s 1262
JOSEPH’S PREPARATION 1265
THE BOOK OF MORMON’S TRANSLATION 1268
RESTORATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD ..ottt 1269
THE BOOK OF MORMON INITIAL PRINTING 1270
ESTABLISHING THE CHURCH 1271
CONTINUING REVELATION 1271
TRIALS OF THE MORMON PEOPLE 1273
EARLY MISSIONARY EFFORTS 1273
THE MOVE WEST ... eereoteeetetsseetsssesseesseess s ssess e see s 8555558555588 e e 1273
EVIDENCES OF THE RESTORATION ...t ere e e ene e e nnea: 1274
RESTORED OR CORRECTED DOCTRINES | ....occiiriimcismmssnesssessssssssss s sssss st sssssessssns s sesss oo sene 1275
GOD’S NATURE AND THE HOLY TRINITY, 1276
AUTHORITY AND POWER OF THE PRIESTHOOD | ....corrrmmmsrrmsnssmssssmsmmnssssnsssss s 0 B
BAPTISM BY EMMERSION || ...ooocootertestsenssssssssessesssses s ssss s s s o s s s s o s s e 1283
IMANTS AGENCY ......oooseeeeeeteseetessseessesseessessee e e 252855 8 88 888k e 1283
SOME BEAUTIFUL RESTORED AND/OR CORRECTED ORDINANCES 1285
ETERNAL MARRIAGE AND SEALING OF FAMILIES | s 1287
SOME PROTESTANT MISCONCEPTIONS e eemreesneenes 1287
THE BIBLE 1287
WE BELIEVE IN CHRIST || oot ensessseessese s sssssesssos s s s s e s s s s e 1290
THE LIVING CHRIST 1290

Vi



THE STORIES OF MY LIFE

A SUMMARY OF RESTORATION EVENTS FROM A PERSONAL VIEW .............. 1291

A PERSONAL VIEW OF THE RESTORED GOSPEL’S

DOCTRINES AND PRINCIPLES ...t s s s sss s s s snis 1295
MY MILESTONES IN MORTALITY ... ereesieeseeseessmessesssssssssssssssssssssss e e sesssessssssessssss s eses 1297

MY PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE ... e se e s e e s seene s 1303
LIFE’S FOUNDATION 1303
LIFE™S PURPOSE ......ooooroteeesereeeseeseesessessseseseeses e sessssses 5545555555 5545850 85058055 18 1304

NOTE: A TABLE OF CONTENTS FOR VOLUMES 1 AND 2 WILL BE FOUND AT THE BEGINNING
OF THOSE PPARTICULAR VOLUMES.

VI



